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owed their ſucceſs to that univerſal principle 
Tur PROSPECT Of ADVANTAGE. This id : 
a principle that aQtuates every individual iti 


his purſuits through the various taſks allot= 


mans, in the beginning of that empire, to 
exereiſe ſuch aſtofliſhing feats of valour: and 


F we | reflec upon ow" ciſs of IT ringe 
doms; and empires, we ſhall find they 


ted him in life; and which alone can urge 
him to à ſteady perſeverance in he ſame: 
Twas this principle that cauſed the Ros 


intrepidity. Twas the proſpect of 'acquirs - 
ing poſſeſſions and riches that made them 
face death atrayed in all his terrors. That 
inſpired them with cpurage and power ſuf- 
ficient to overthro the moſt warlike na- 
tions, and bring home tlie ſpoils of the 
enemy. While ſucceſs incfeaſed upon their 
endeavours, their perſeverance catehed a 
flame that ſet the world on fire, and reduced 
11197 e | 
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ie wit frondWful „ has” their ſub⸗ 
jection. The martial ardour, inflamed with. 
7 Hopes of future &onzüeſt, <a” 
© thy che en- Known world was ſubdued by 
| + the Romans, would, in all probability, have 
| © enabled Czfar to ranſack countries yet un- 
_ Explored, had he not been prevented by a 
 qenthyths moſt unfortunate, the moſt; un- 
atural, the moſt imprudent, and the moſt 
lamentable that could blacken the fall of 
ich aiglarious hero. auld at: oiqivang s 
The ſtruggle for emapice;that e 
this dreadful cataſtrophe, put an end to the 
dagen thirſt for foreign dominion, Which! had 
enriched ihe Romans, and ez each man follow 
ed che competitors, in the civil Wars, as in- 


gereſt led. the Ways until the diadem Was 


— —— 


Sw 489 


fixed on the awful brow « of Auguſtus. 
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n chis ſoft age the cultivation of arts 
took place of arms, and we ſee the; Tame | 


principle of advantage, carrying them to the 
ſummit perfections. which haye always 


l * 


 beem..the; admiration.. of .mankind; while 
*.axury, the Dental but unworthy attendant 


Aa upon learning, We bebolg, eng the N 
Jon their deſtruction. ee leu xt 
| r 8 arms get out of « credit ina country; 


Ws 


\ 


either Kah © effeminacy of the People, os 
ſoftened by luxury or from their pernicious 
conſequences when mage uſe of for the pur- 
poſes of 1 tyranny, 'or from both, as they « Ope= 
rated't upon the Romans, after the Auguſtine 
Xra, it is evident that that country will al- 
ways be the dontempt of its neighbours, and 
at laft the prey of ſome bon and ambit- 
ous conqueror.  - | 
The things of chis life generally run into 
extremes, and thoſe of the moſt contrary, 
and ridiculous nature. The happy: medium 
is ſeldom to be found, except in advice, 
which nobody will take, or in the works of 


ſages and philoſopers, which are read, 24. | 


mired, and immediately forgotten, WP 
If we apply this ſpecies of reaſoning to 
the conduct of nations, we ſhall find it exp | 
emplitied ; in a Particular manner. oy 4 
When a ſtate riſes in blood, which i is ge⸗ 
nerally the caſe, nothing but war is glorious, 
nothing but the profeſſion. of arms worthy 
the notice of a a man of ſpirit. . All is tumult 
deſolation, horror and conqueſt; until, by | 
fome, , unlucky change of affairs, it is check-* 


5 in its Progreſs; and the Beo! is obliged = 
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of his godlike actions. 
In this ſituation the active mind will be- | 
take itſelf to ſuch labours as ſhall : appear-pro- 
fitable, commerce and the politer arts imme- 
diately catch the attention. Theſe are like- 
wiſe purſued with unremitting ardour, and 
War, that was formerly the delight of the 


people, is now e * only as a ne- 
. evil. 


to fit down peacenbly i in che contemplation 


1 


Den. 


amazin ing vi gour, If ie; becomes han, 
_ Jome to itſelf, ad defeats its own. purpoſes 


in encouraging the practice of adyenture, 
3 thouſands, dealing above their ca+ 
355 are ruined, and bapkrupts are as plen« 
as peaſants; war is avoided; troops arg 

or ſhow; and the internal manage- 


= he them, left to operate as chance, or 


he common fate of neglected. tings * 
Ae | 

From thaſs refietions, which have occur- 
bs to me in the conſideration of the ſubject 
before us, E think many inferences may 
be drawn applicable to a number of king - 
Lone, &c. that have re appearc&'in the world; 


3 
and. in particular to the paſt, and preſent 
ſtate of our own country, 

I hall chiefly confine myſelf to ** letter, 
in the following pages, and if, among 2 
quantity of indigeſted matter, L may be ſo 
happy a as to drop ſome uſeful hints, the whole 
meaning and intent of the palin will 
be anſwered. | 7 c 
I have obſerved wich NIP tide indignas 
tion, that in moſt political productions we 
have ſeen daily produced to the world, there 
js a party ſpirit rages in the courſe of them, 
which is ſure to conſume. every good effect 
that might atherwiſe attend war: publica 
tion. 

cl miviſter of tate, for 1 is never 
adviſed in gentle terms, by am, author, to do 
any thing which he conceives would be for 
the good of this country, but blamed and 
accuſed, in very acrimonious language, for 
not having done what this gentleman in the 
clouds is pleaſed to think (very fooliſhly 
perhaps) neceſſary upon the occaſion, 
From this ridiculous cuſtom of irritation 
which the Ins and Outs make uſe of in all 
their correſpondence with each other, pro- 
cegds that violent obſtinacy in n 
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TTY 
Thich are not, worth either Party s contend- 
g about, and yet may "be of infinite, 2 


ff Wo yris- \. £514 


. Spenge to to the welfate of our country. . 
Kea your ord ers to your. e to do 


s duty, 1 125 r harſh” and 1 inf u ting lan- | 
Sie” 2c „Wich them a clout. on, the head, 


N Ill y ture to ay, Pe, Will dilpbey Jou, or 


| Frin ns 5 of 91 in th beit 01 Nh and 
Ee 


Here FIR ho d of the ” by-landers. Wer 
By 


do you ſome other injury in the. executio 


| of them Rem, and While a Miniſter of ſtate i 4s; be - 


be and. Ae. by every: ſcribbſer i in the 
it 18 no BK 15 he, ſhould. "become cal- 


15 T7» 18. 574 Hd 910 a 
Jus to re tin 
Jous,to_reproach,, and diſhopelt from prin 
-. 
1 4. 2 19 ALL 831 K; 2 94 8 * 


ig e ie 
am for from, ipfinuating apy thing inju- 
— to the right we have, as a free peqple, 


— $9,accuſe.and blame 8 ho 


7 &eavours.t0.ngjoach upan,the liberties.of 


country; but, in, many £ales, I think 
EE Pale 5 hard er Very much upon ſcurrili- 
Id, ab uſe, and therefore can anſwer no 
= 880 2 5 to confirm thoſe who hold the 
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rive, Which way the) 
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5 ever we were mes the origin of our empire 
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Wir in the pfofscutlön of my plan; 1 ye 
beg fr *6 [6Mibit the candid attentioß dr 
all Wire WRlte T endeavour to lay befofs 
hay ſuch cireumſtances, as 1 can only wit 

y tnerit ale obtain ufiverfit ieee 
it is cbident, Front HIAGHY trat, 8 4 Würd 
118 nation; e have Garried öür ars Fas 
beyond tht boußde thit migprt be erpostenẽ 
Team © A an HO; furtrebrttled a8 we 
| Fire been by eh nurmerotis; and dreabful 
ehetnles Wiege, the gldriéus eoitgueſts 
bu Heldt, d bur Edu, wills 
Sabah ad wells France" ofpolttt de 48d 
feſt Alike the Weight of or refentinent;- 
In ches Gaye, War was ot pres Was Ott 
Slot: Fufdpe trembled at dur name, and 
che Wörld ek with the: terror of Our 
arms. We had then reſources from nature; 
and out ihörünce of luxtiry, ſufficient to 
raiſe and maintain the moſt numerous ar- 
mies. We ate now, by Uegrets, cfunk into 
ode; und may be juſtly ſtiled the 
grenteſt mehere nul ſtate in the world 3 
and, conſequently, ſhould: be richer +thaty 


and yety ſtrange paradox | fo far from being 
able to es a as 


no follow trade, but grow the poorer by 
our induſtry ? -The fact is, trade begets 
rtiches; riches luxury; and luxury i is a ra- 
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| Nate require it, we are , overwhelmed with 
debt, and can hardly find reſources ſufficient 


10 defray the annual e of govern 
„ | 
Does not this prove, or 1 * to prove, for 1 


would not- be dogmatical, that trade, as we 
as war, may be carried to extremes ? and | 


that, as we have frequen tly fou ght and con- 
quered without extending our dominion, \ we 


venous and an inſat able monſter ; 3 ;A  gulph 


which has already ſwallowed up. the great 


(/ eaſtern monarchies; has deſtroyed Greece 
and Rome; and will devour this country 
whenever ſhe may be invaded by a "RW 
and an enterprizing people. 


It is true, we may not be totally fub- 


dued by France, nore many of the pre- 
"ſent ſtates upon the Continent, for they are 
feeble, and enetvated, and, therefore, in- 
capable of conqueſt: beſides, the preſent 


tyſtem of the balance of power, in Europe, 
if rightly purſued, will be an excellent me- 
deine to preſerve a rotten conſtitution : but 
Thould A brave and warlike people a ariſe, in» 


{as 5 


has with the hopes of conqueſt, and in- 
ſpired by ſucceſs;-=<what a charming figure, 
we ſhould cut; Our gentle petit-maitres 
vould make a gallant appearance againſt the 
fierce and threatening aſpect of a barbarian; 
whoſe food is the common productions of 
the earth; whoſe manner is ſimple and un- 
tainted; and whoſe knowledge conſiſts alone 
in the art of: war. , 
I laugh at a fellow who i is always fore - 
boding ruin and deſtruction; but I deſpiſe 
the fupine and indolent man, who ſuffers 
things to 80 as) they will, and draws on in- 
evitable ruin through negle&. Fr, 
The ſapping of the foundation of our 
conſtitution; the ruin of our country; wick 
ed and deſpotic miniſters; arbitrary mea 
{ures ; luxury, &c. &c:--- All theſe phraſes, 
and a thouſand more of the ſame ſort, have 
been buffetted about by our patriots, until 
they are become familiar: and appear fo 
harmleſs and inoffenſive, that it is impoſ- 
ſible to ring the changes upon them, in- 
ſuch a manner as to give the leaſt pain or 
alarm. But I would have it remembered, 
upon this occaſion, that ſecurity is a more 
dreadful enemy than fears and apprebenfions; 
| 8 
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odd eee will prbveng nt leaſt; that - 


den and unexpected deſtruction dr ge 


nerully falls upon the unwary. A 2904 


| It appears, at firſt ſight, a WET extraor- 
dinary phenomenon, that a kingdom Abe 


this, whoſe commerce extends to all the 
I}  knqwn-patts of the globe; whoſe fleets 
come home freighted with every rare and 


valuable production of the earth; and whoſe 
riches, therefore, ſhould be as inexhauſtible 


as the induſtry of her people; and yet this 


very kingdom experiences all the poverty of 
a ſinking ſtate; with a load of debt, under 
which ſhe groans for relief, and, ſcemingly, 
without the power of extricating herſelf 


from a, preſſure that increaſes . every day, 
aud muſt, in Ne terminate in her 


diſſolution. | 
I know not what your en rokſomers 


will fay to this matter: they may, perhaps, 
ſearch for cauſes in the clouds, and gather a 


miſt about them by which they will be to- 


tally excluded from common obſervation; 


but, for my own part, T can only compare 


ner accumulation of wealth to the gather- 


ing of a mighty ocean, which, with a drain 
at bottom, diſcharges itſelf as rapidly as it 


1 


is filled: and ſhould! the plenteous ſtream, 


that flows in upon it, be ſtopped for a mo- 


ment, by any extraordinary event, it will 
become inſtantaneouſly, a dry and barren 


waſte, and leave not a trace _ of its 


former exiſtence. - - 

This drain, this guſhing n ane 
ruſhes, with ſuch aſtoniſhing impetuoſity, 
our wealth, as faſt, or faſter than we get it, 
is Iuxury. This is the bane of commerce. 
She brings riches into a country, but with 
them extravagance, refinement, . politeneſs, 
and all the agreeable and pleaſing accom- 
pliſhments, which make us as ſoft and as 
delicate as the fair ſex, and equally as in- 
capable of defending ourſelyes: nr 11 
AS of a deſpetate enemñ. 

If trade begets riches, and riches are dif 
Kpated i in luxury, by which the people be- 
come effeminate, and no proviſion of wealth 
is laid up for the defence of our country, 
upon any preſſing emergency, I think it 
ſhould ſeem evident we had 5 better 


be without beth. Ur 


But there is Mts mal, ard 
23diculous enough, i in our manner of Fund- 


ing, as it is called, whereby a man has an 


commerce, is ſunk to eternity, and the ins 


( 16 8 
ideal fortune of thouſands, and is not, in 
reality, at the fame time, worth a farthing; 


except an yearly i income, which 1 99 as i 


9 from the clouds. . 
The public debt is OE hive 1 


probability of its ever being paid; ſo that 


this monſtruus bulk of fortune, raiſed by 


tereſt of it become a aka I "to - 


| the nation. 


Paper coke is 1 a conveniency t to 


bene, but carried to ſuch extremes, as 


at preſent, muſt be in the end very hurtful. 


It not only baniſhes money out of the king- 
dom, but renders the fortunes of our mer- 
Chants, precarious, vor meerly nominal. 
They pay with paper, and receive the ſame; 
and when the leaſt ſhock” to public credit 


happens, as lately, we find men who thought 


themſelves worth two or three hundred thou- 


ſand pounds, reduced, in an inſtant, to the 


moſt == ang ſtate of 3 rene deen 


ane e 
Paper, i in this enge wilt not paſs; mw” 


there is no money to be had; ſo that the 
diſtreſs of our tradeſmen, upon ſuch an oc- 


caſſon, is truly melancholy; but at the ame 


. 

time extremely laughable.--- A man i 

naturally ſay to himfelf,” * what have 'F 
been doing 7. have had in my mind, for | 
this many years, the accumulation of a for- 
tune, until it amounted, yeſterday, to a 

plumb; but, to days 1 find I realized nothing. 

That I was purſuing a phantom, that flatter- 
Fon careſſed me, led me into a bog, and r 
left me to ruminate upon my folly.” | 
One would think the great buſineſs of 
this mighty Kingdom, was carried on by 
chatms, ſpells, and incantations. ; There 
ſeems to be ſomething of conjuration in the 
power with which cheſe bills, or bits f 
paper are inveſted, If you were ta collect 
all of them that are in the kingdom, their 
intrinſie value would be too ineonſiderable 
to mention, While their nominal worth con- 
tains an enormous part of the wealth in the 
land: if therefore, you proceed with the 
fame vigour as heretofore, in puſhing on 
public credit until you break or deſtroy it 
(which, I think, requires no conjuror to fore- 
tell) or, in other words, if this diſeaſe, this 
Juror of adventure, from the late wWholeſome 
Hints, does not cure itſelf; if, in ſhort, a 
general bankruptcy, which appears, at pre- 
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tone, not very remote, ſhoud take place, all 
will be confufion, uproar, and ruin] all will 


We loſers, and no gainers.- When your 
Hills are diveſted of their nominal value, 


your wealth will appear to have been only 


_ chimerical.---You' had taken care, by this 
method of Alling, to baniſh the money out 


of the kingdom. Vour fancied riches lay 


in other people's hands; their's like wiſe lay 
in till more; and, at laſt, ĩt proves that no- 


body is worth a farthingi- -A mighty pret- 
ty ſtory this What a buſtle is here about 


Vothing Why, you r an mad _ 


"1/6 men of Gotham, -- FIEW 
* do not know any Ang ſo hurtful: — 
trade, as the practice of giving long credit. 


From this ſource ſprings up a numerous 
herd of adventurers, who, by this indul- 


Bonde, are enabled, - without the leaſt real 


Property, to get into their hands the poſſeſ- 


Bons of others; keep up a ſhow, for a time, 


of wealth, by toſſing their bills about ſrom 


one perſon to another, until, at laſt, * 
proves, they are the means only of diſſipa- 

ting che riches of the worthy and induſtri- 
dus, andsof filling eg with e 


— * — 
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. 1 is true, many worthy characters . 
have ariſen from this indulgence, who have 
proved, by their caution and honeſty, an 
honor to trade, and very good members of 
the community: but if we would reaſon 
upon this matter, from human nature, as 

we find it, and eſpecially from recent ex- 
| perience, we ſhall perceive it is too great a 
confidence to be placed in man in general 
"and; that out of a hundred, who riſe from 
this ſource, to be men of fortune and cha- 
racter, ninety- nine fail in the attempt. 

When a young man begins trade with 
little or no fortune, he finds it the eaſieſt 
thing in the world to get credit for almoſt, 
any ſum. Charmed with, the proſpect of 5 
enlarging his concerns, by which he arrives 
in an inſtant, to be a gacat- perſonage, and 
a merchant; it is no wonder he ſhould for- 
get his foundation, and build a ſuperſtruc- 
ture upon a moraſs, which failing. all at 
once, he tumbles into the mire, and in- 
volves in his ruin, a croud of ideots, who. 
were ſo credulous, and ſo fooliſh as to traſt 
Him, 
That credit i is. — 16 to. 265 4 a A in 
| this. country, as to have enabled chis cha- 


————_ 
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tadter to do à great deal of aniſchief, I be- 


lieve nobody will be ſo ridiculous as to 
deny: But the greateſt misfortune in this 
daſe, that can poſſibly attend commerce, 


and of the utmoſt conſequence to the fair 
trader, is the opportunity which credit gives 
the artful and deſigning men to enrich him- 
ſelſ at the expence of others; the villain to 
ſieeret a fortune and declare himſelf a bank- 
ruptz the extravagant to obtain and ſquan- 
der away the effects of the prudent; and, 
in ſhort, all the rogues, and raſeals in the 
kingdom, to ravage the country, and ſereen 
themſelves under the maſk of gan 
the r | | 


Public, and Ea esd e are as com 
mon in the way of obtaining credit, with- 


out the leaſt intention to pay, as robbers 


upon the highway, or as petty gamblers, in 
our markets, tricking the ſtupid farmer out 


of his property; only with this difference; 
che former do à vaſt deal more miſchief, 


with impunity, than all the reſt, and are 


by far the greateſt of villains this, or my 
other country ever produced. | 

In wat long credit has a general bad 
* men will naturally deal 


E 27 5 
1— capitals while hed ach was 
opening. At is impbſſible to check that | 
ambitious principle. And the deſire of im 
orbaſing their Profits by enlarging their ie 
turns, which: this gives thern the opportu⸗ 
tity of doing, will of coutſa wake ther 
ſtreteh every nerve to obtain d ſortune ii a 
hurt y :---But alas this! very circumſtance, 
has been the ruin f thouſundꝭ ; and daily. 
ptoduees tlio greaseſt- part of thoſe banks+ | 
ruptcies,- which ate now ſo numerous, thut 
it is high time to ſtrive, if poſſible, to put: 
trade upon a propet footing, or it will ſoom 
be, a Ein an advantage an 
nie n n cuoindo c end 1 
«:Trads hs had the. good. forrune. to-be 
changed from its certain principles of a ge. 
gulat profit, tc a. ſpecies of gambling: The 
People in, the country ſend: theig. hills up to 
their bankers, in London and, they, ). it 
ſcems, ſport away with them in the-al/ey-. 
it is no matter hat is the, conſequence of 
this vile practice, if they loſe. the good 
peoples e, there is nothing more to be 
done chan to. fa payment 2, and, that which 
has been, and ever ought to; be the greateſt 
N * a ne ſtate, is now be- 
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ches. It certainly has had the honour of 


aus, perplexing employment: to have robbed - 
| induſtry of tlie ſure 
* tachave introduced adventurers, cheats, gam 
bers, ſharpers, and a numerous ſet of the 


— 
„„ „ „ ETON en" Ip 


——ñ—;ũ 2 — DR eee. EEE on 
1 9 


122 111 2 29%, 0 _ 


_—— — — — —— * — us — 5 2 — 
3 


60 2 


dome ſd familiar in n ue 


ite made as lightly of as any other trifling 


occurrence in life. igen 2221 $20 12%s 


Annumexable are the difadvantages attend- 
ing credit, whatever may be its convenien- 


reducing trade and commerce, to a hazard- 


reward of her labour: 


moſt {ory knaves . 2 ever infeſted a. 
country.”/ 130 iet 29049-6111. 24 54523 


But enten asses attending ore 


dit are ſo obvious, that it is unneceſfary to 


dwell anyslenger upOn it. I mean only to 


give ſotne Hits to thoſe whom it may con- 
ln; and If T have rather heightened the 


pure; hey wriſt attribute it to my wilhes 


that they wowld check this growing plague," 


and bring it within proper bötindsss. 


When began this little treatife, I figured 


to ry ſelf aft agreeihle amuſement} in light 


Iy tonchitif apon upon the more groſs and flagrant 


evils that at attend upon the preſent times, 
without egäging the paffibns: but when 
the follies and ie of a kingdom pafs 


R 

Lavdview; when we conſider che ridiculous 
actions of men, as a body, in oppoſition to 
the individual — it is 9 to 
be a Store. NAS 
I I ſuppoſe the nies js not 40 con- 
temptible in his conduct, as à large body of 
wiſe men are upon many occaſions,” This 
is a truth veriſſed by experience; and there 
fore it is, that ſuch unconſcionable liberties 
are taken in — . — "without 
offending any perſon, - * 
We have no other method of adviſing our 
country, of warning it againſt any approachZz 
ing evils; of laying before it the reigning 
abſurdities of the people, but through the 
liberty of the preſs. What ædreadful ſitua- 
tion muſt that country be = which is de- 
— bleſſing -- -„—„H ne 

It is true, there is a vaſt deal in the regu- 
1 courſe of things, which is impoſſible to 
be prevented by any human foreſight.- 
A kingdom, ſtate, or empire, is naturally 
warlike and glorious in its dawn, ſtrong, 
brilliant, and fettled, at noon; but it regu- 
larly declines towards the evening, in effe- 
rhinacy, extravagance, and wantonneſs; and 
ar night diffolyes in darkneſs aud obſcurity,” 
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This nation. It is a diſeaſe of a very late 
date, but-carried to ſuch extremes, as the 
ancient Perſians alone could vye with. 


20 am . are paſt: the meridian} 
we hut war ſorms-to have exbauſted-all ch 


Greigths-and — — A oy 
od 


Out fathers were ſimple in cheir manners; 


nad in our on memories e find an amaz - 


ing alteration . N Nee Na ot Bo 
„But lte luxury of che nables of this 


realm, is of the moſt: ridieulens and cons 


temptible nature. Inſtead of that generous 


open hoſpitality, we have un ides df from 
the deſeriptions we meet with of their pro- 
genitors, their elegant: villas are deſerted, 


Thoſe delightful ſcenes, the ancient man- 


ons of plenty, ſtand only as fad monuments 


of the ill taſte, and vitiateda manners of their 
abſent owners. It is impoſſible for minds 


da enjoy the cucal, pleaſures, that arg ſo to- 


tally, abſorbed in diſhpations, and, I make no 
doubt, as every, thing is now governed by 
hion, but the ſmall portion, of time which 
uſtom obliges them ta ſpend. in the country, 


2% in the opinions, che maſt irkſome and 


1 3 * 


difagreeable? part of dhe year, Which to ris 
 fiotial ſouls would be die bndy:true enjoys 
n ol 
What ſhame -ahfl corifuſion muſt the re- 
flections of auolevated mind, exhilerated by 
the ſummer views of thoſe charming. but 
abandoned ſeute , throw: upon the recreant 
poſſeſſors; who, utterly unable to reliſh the 
exquiſite delights of ſalitude and contempla- 
tion in theſe inſpiring recefles; which are 
| _ mu A8 3 2 
2 — — — the melt 
Tidiculous, the-molſt circumſoribed, and the 
moſt deteſtable that could poſmibly be im- 
poſed upon the Human race as a peniſutzage 
for the "moſt abominable erimes. war 7 
1 - Cuſtom-orifaſhion; the vogue, or hat- 
ever you pleaſe to call it, is the ſtrangeſt. 
unaccountable, cnotley figure of a monſter, 
that ever led a giddy, thoughtleſs crew of 
followers intq a courſe” of actions, too ſilly 
and abſurd even for the ſtage to exhibit, 
without ſeahdulising an audience of boys. 
It is obſervable that vacant minds are the 
fondeſt of play, or triſting amuſements, ſo 
ee ſome intercour(s bor eon che 


—_ J 
| Sul and bodyr-Chilären, for inſtance, 
ayould be-utferly loſt id a ſtate of ſtupifac- 
tion, did-not-their little diterſjons keep the 
ind in motion. In like manner Would 
nde nobles of this land be totally ſubdued by 
Anſenſibility, i were they not elevated into a 
phere of action, ſuitable to their intellects, 
E onto wider mohobog 
-- \Surely-there can be no more ab: litieg te- 
quired dw throwing a dice, than in pitching 
warthingz which: a child would do with 
much inore dexterity thay a duke: and: 1 
dare ſay, if ho haf twenty thouſand pounds, 
dhe wauld venture it all upon one caſt with | 
n met e e ene echt g 
I know not how eit is, bit 1. never can 
| Hugo ſcnddglitzendetaaoloſing) his in- 
Leritaner at the gaming table, but I think 
of the-{chovl-maſter with ahe birchen rod; 
and wiſh; from the very bottom of my ſoul, 
went: would inſtitute ſevere pedagogues to 
ta ale care of "theſe -hulky ads 106:ifor- 
C 47 #5 oy red Sia nt 
© Howrigenprefibly contemptible muſt that 
4 tberwhidhiie taken up in ceremony 2nd 


* 
10 


f 


parade----I Know hat it is to be * 
ted by.2 ſingle viſitor, org friend, when 
dhe mind is engaged in any worthy purſuit: 
ſuch a circumſtance alone, will unhinge a 
man ſor a Whole day, and-throw: him upon 
chance, and the public, ſor- his/temaining 
entextainment:. What then muſt . ber the 
conſequence: of the uſeleſs /zners o our men 
af: faſhion Who can ſee, without indig- 
nation, a parcel of powdered bahoons, bow 
ing and ſeraping at one another, with all 
quence, Who have nothing at all to ſay on 
dor Who are unable to ſpeak a/ word, hut 
what would make one fick to hear; and in- 
capable of any, actions, but at the gaming 
table, the play, or the opera, &c. and thoſo 
of ſuch a natute, a neee 
man of taſte ot ſenim ent. 
As trivial 25 bur great men appear in their 
actions, ſo are they in the mannet they ex - 
hauſt their fortunes. Like ſilly ſpend - 
thrifts; their: momey is: ſquandered away: 
nobody ktiows hot. There: is: nothing to 
be ſeen for the thouſands that are conſum 
ed. No ſtate; no grandeut, or I magna 
nimity.- They are always poor, and kee 


be ebe Sd SR brreflisüb 
ſhirpers förm their acyttaintatice; and twee 
or threegamBblers;/ or jockeys; compoſe their 
retinue uf they can raiſe à little money 
5 out of their ſhattered fortunes, they venture 
” ipall-at>New-Marketz:andhave: the ex 
dem g kofor 10 be ſtript 6f-every ſhilling by 
ſome noted, cunning, low-bred gambler . 
When the fury of travelling takes them in 
thothtady away they flyto Flance, and dif ; 
likeabirds:of paſſage, and afford much paſ- 
time, as wil as proſit to the inhabitants. 
2But᷑tu dwell any longer upon the abſurdi- 


d ef che-abia r f. faſhion; would be mi- 


ſpending oÞ time. -A- Beſidæs; it is not to be 
Gippoſtd;: a will mind a pampbiet; or 
give-his arftihtion.to/ a ſeribbler, while he is 
deeply engaged at.1chuokyfarthing with his 
playkfellows;ss Will he, think you, leave 

pitch un BH, dirt and cfrre, becauſe he 
is told the) are: childiſn amuſements Has 
agtra lu might tocplayrthe fool? And 
_ docs natchis rank and enn. 
Pin Ba 218 36d tbastuors 2dt 10 nes 
At maybe ſaid; Ithave forgot the mode», 


e 
1 
1 
1 
in. vation with Which I began, when I blamed: 
115 20 My * f * N . 
8 6 * 
a 149 : 4 5 
1 4 
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the abuſe that is generally thrown, - indiſeri⸗ 
minately, upon miniſters of ſtate; but there 
is a vaſt difference between ridiculing the 

actions of our filly nobles, who are incor- 

rigible, and fit objects only for ſatire, and 
quarrelling with thoſe who are at the helm, 
without a cauſe.---Befides, it is luxury, and 

the conſequent evils, - of corruption, &c. 
which naturally making us fit for flavery, 
that.changes a free ſtate to an abſolute mo- 
narchy, and not altogether the particular 
diſpoſition of the reigning prince or his mi- 
niſters. WOT Pr, en 
| This country, for inſtance, obtained. its 
liberty againſt the moſt obſtinate kings, and 
is loſing it apace, without any more than 
ordinary exertion of our moſt gracious lo- 
vereign. | | 


; he people, according to their temper, 
will gain freedom, or loſe. it, of themſelves, 
with very little influence from their gover- 
nors. There is a certain, ſilent ſtream flows 
in upon liberty, or gently glides away from 

her, which is only perceptible in examining 
the diſpoſition, and manners of the people. 
If they are warlike, bold, and enterpriſing, 
they will be free: if they are enervated, 


0 30 


and luxurious, they may Tu the thai of 
liberty, but, in reality” they are, and ſoon 
will be in appearance, ar 3 
llaves. Mg 

What could a migiſter do with a lte 
ment, or a people chat were incorruptible ? 
| And what will he not do, or ought he not 
to do with thoſe who are ſo abandoned 1 in 
their morals, and ſo mean and deteſtable i my 
their characters, as to accept of a bribe? 
Such corrupt and abominable miſcreants 
are ripe for flavery, and deſerve to be tram 
pled under foot. | 
We miſtake the point i timid the 
miniſters-—-it is ourſelves that are culpable 
Ait is very natural for them to take advan- 
tage of our weakneſs, if we will let them--- 
the diſeaſe is in the people; and I queſtion, 
il the parliament, which i is found fo much 
fault with, was to be chariged, Ry ee we 
ſhould have a better. 

1 may have exaggerated a Title in che 46 
count I have given of our men of fortune, 
ſuch as we truſt with the management of 
our affairs ; but can any body think they 
will ſet matters to rights? If we chuſe to 


be run for at New-Market, or to ſtake our 
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Ayes, and fortunes upon one throw at the 
gaming table, we may erpect ſome altera- 


tion; but Whether, for the better, or no, I 


will leave the world to determine. | 55 

No, it is the manners of the people from 
ahance: we are to derive every conſequence 
that attends them.: and if we-will examine 
the characters of all orders of men in this 
countfy, we ſhall haye reaſon, ſufficient to 
Honyinge us 4 the truth of this obſerva- 


tion. 


em pot. ip the leaft doubt, — every 


Wan. will allow that the preceeding deſorip- 
tion of Our ſupexi 10TS, of thoſe who have, or 
are the immediate candidates for, the offices | 
in every department of the ſtate, is pretty 

Juſt, * What then can we expect from the 


management of thoſe who take- fo. little 


are of their own concerns, but the diſſipa- 
tion and abuſe. of every thing with which 
they are entruſted? ? This likewiſe 1 is. a truth 
that 1 apprehend. eyery perſon will acknow- 
edge to be verißted by experience, ., 

As the manners of the great, let them be 
what. they, will, generally deſcend to their 
inferiors, o haye we univerſally catched the 


plague of effeminacy, and are totally dege- 
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nerated from the ſimplicity, and noble prin- 
ciples of out forefathers; from thoſe habits 
and cuſtoms which alone can Keep us from 


'y 


flavery and deſtruction. 


Our merchants are as profuſe and delicate 
as our nobles; © their wives are as frolick- 


"ſome and faſhionable as out ladies of quality. 


Our tradeſmen live like princes; their ſons 
are fine gentlemen, and their daughters are 
as gay as dutcheſſes. 
are profligate and extravagant. 


Our common people 


— 74 LI 


The character of a beau, which had uſed 


to be the ſcoff of our Britiſh youth, is now 


become univerſal among them. The ap- 
pesrance of a Frenchman; Bis dreſs, his le- 
vity, his is gait and loquacity, which formerly 


ſet every Engliſhman A laughing, i is now en- 
| tirely adopted in this country. 


We have 
Nd all that nothingneſs of character; that 
eternal jabberitig to no purpoſe, for which 


"the French only were remarkable. 
Wo pleaſint enough to obſerve group 

of our modern belles, and beaus. 

latter emulate the former i in every action. 1 


The 


declare there is no diſtinguiſhing the diffe- 
rence of the ſexes, either in their voices, or 
their manners.” They ſeem fo much alike 


* 
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that the women appear to be diſcontented 
with their new-fangled baubles the macg- 
ronies, _ wonder Ka is gone with the 
men. or E 

A little convenſation with the old, Wan | 
conſiderate ſages of the age, will convince 
us that this univerſal politeneſs and diſſipa - 
tion is fell upon us very lately.---Every 
elderly gentleman remembers the firſt poſt- 
chaiſe, for inſtance, in his town or neigh» 
bourhood, god lo on of ep. other 2 
of luxury.— | 

It would be vidiedlous to deſcend to par- 
ticulars, in eircumſtances that nobody will 
diſpute: but it is impoſſible to keep one's 
temper upon this occaſion, without lanch- 
ing into invectives. To have before one 
the extraordinary actions of our country, 
and be civil at the ſame time, is more than 
any man can anſwer for. I am ſure I am 
not naturally ſplenetic, but if I were a Pope 
or a Churchill, methinks I could at 110 
moment, laſh this driveling age. 

Perſonal abuſe, and eſpecially that kind 
of ſcandal which at preſent prevails, where- 
by the libidinous tranſactions of individuals, 
are expoſed to public view, with rather in- 


\ | x 


# 9 Af. che warmth of N i 


64 
' | | 
* 


Aeteſt; and think them of all things che 
woſt uppardonable; but if we will write 
.upon the people, we muſt deſcribe them as 
they really are. If the picture is juſt, it is 
Marrantable; if. it is a ridiculous one, they 
aur to blame, and. not the. Auer gt 
them mend their manners, And 1 Vill write 
panegyric, for I. love to praiſe. worthy 


Actions; but i. then they, muſt e 


bag Do 


| "og 1 od 
, - natural it is s for an author, to think 


himſelf, and what he Jays, of . the utmoſt 
import He affects to tt. upon the ſum- 
mit of Parnaſſus, and, to command the at- 
tention and gd oration of, mankind : while, 

alas! there is not. 2 creature in "the. wor Id 


that troubles his head about him ;_ualeks jt 
\# COP perhaps, with excecding. contempt. il 
Wy However, tus: T will bes leave to fay for 
: myſelf, that 0. Sritic can he. too ſeyere fc for 
cy deſerts, as 11 an humble, beyond m ea 


Enliee namom 


ſure, and very much. at his: 


the: trifling n fions. of 1 the; lords, and 
gentlemen of this land, has Carried me 490 
A i Mulbehe bud t9.the high opi- 


Sede for imitation, than abhorzence,, 1 


17 


4 33 ' 
dn 1 FOOTY of what they öught to % 
as guardians of this realm: as exalted he- 
ings, whom providence ſeems to have a 
figned for the uſe and benefit of mankind + 
of ſuperior, and elevated objects, to wheity 
I would bow, with all the reverenee and 
ſubordination, due to their rank and ſitun- 
tion, while their conduct is equal to their 
importance; but when that fails, and be- 
comes contemptible, I would laugh at, and 
deſpiſe them, with all the irreſiſtible yp | 
of ſatire and deteſtation. 

Many worthy peers, knights, and ſquires, 
there may be, no doubt, in this kingdom, 
who do honor to their different ſtations; 
but that, in general, the members of the 
polite world, are as foolith as I can poffibly 
make them, is too notorious for any apology 
neceſfary upon this occaſion. - 

An incendiary; or a-perſon who attempts; 
by his writing, to diſturb the peace of his 
country, is à vile character; but the man 
that expoſes and ridicules the particular 
vices, and follies of the age he lives in, is 
4 uſeful member of the community, and 
deſerves" the patronage of the public. 


) 
I is much. cafier to point out the errot's / 
mankind than to amend them, is one of thoſe 
known truths, to which we muſt appeal 

whenever we attempt to reform the world: 
but the difficulty of the taſk ſhould never 
deter the well - diſpoſed from exerting their 
utmoſt efforts for that purpoſe, is another 
axiom, as replete with ſound philoſophy, 
as any of the wiſe ſayings of the ancients: 7 
From whence a ſtout moraliſt, poſſeſſed 
of all the pomp and parade of profound 
erudition, would ſelect me a dozen, in an 
inſtant, to illuſtrate this paſſage; and I have 
been buffeting my brains to pieces for this 
half hour and cannot pleaſe myſelf with 
But I will do more, of my own accord, 
and tell my countrymen a ſerious truth, as 
ſelf- evident as any of the maxims of So- 
crates or Plato; and what the divine A- 
riſtides or Cato would deign to pronounce, 
did they now live to reprove and adorn the 
preſent age. That if we continue gliding 
gently down the ſilent ſtream of folly and 
diſſipation, however pleaſant and inoffenſive 
the proſpect may appear to us, we ſhall 
certainly, and 2 encounter a dread- 


4 


tH 5 


| fad þrediplees: which with an inexotible wad 
frightfulſ aſpect, will Whirl us in a mod: 
ment, into the horrid adeb of [obfeurityh * 
and (diſmay. * ad oa 98 2 OT HON) Tr ict 307 
10 Tochis costemptible age, and oountry, 
any ſentiments that are firm, reſolute, asd 
determinate, 4; am; ſatisfiod, will, appear 
butnbaſticabs frantic; and abſurdii hut, ne- 
ventlieleis, fate attends upon the prediction, 
and vill eleſe the ſcene: according to the 
ygbrcing dictates of, her will, and the fad 
expetience:of all the: fates, kingdoms, and 
empires chat have hitherto appeared / upon 
the face of the eadth. we} Ni „an bmi; 

What is tobe done in the preſont ſtate 
ofi things dis the queſtion; I apfwer; we, 
muſt da what L never expect tel fegr.cxes; 


auted- Thats is. e muſt explofie onciprem = 
— — the fimpli city andi 

virtges of guz s. We muitlaugh, 
out of eg „if pofſible fach- 
108 will- neveg dg); the, fooliſh, followers of, 
Had is, called, the Haſdign to Which;Evcrp, 
ſeytiment gf. hanor iq ſacrificed, ang which = 
ſapghifies the yileſt, and . maſk, conteragtihle. 
traplactions :, which, draws, within, ir) hn 

ten dhe wiſeſt m halb gun in 4hegkingr 
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An ho, while they lament their ins 


thrown away upon ceremony and triſſes, 
_ diſpraceful and remons amuſements, have 
not ſpirit enough to be nobly particular? 

Wo dase not, with the generous diſdain of 


Britons, caſt” away the vile ſhackles of vo- 
_ Jintary dependence, but maſt, at the ex- 


pence of all that is valuable, puſh after the 


erowd, and be fools, or knaves, or any thing 
that is ridiculous, becauſe is is the faſhion. ' 
Suppole we een d Fw the mode. 


dow de-"exhubited: Ae Shit W 


Kind; and fee if by theſe means we cam 
make any coe tts. Let plain, downright, 
old Engliſh hofpituliex, be dignified with 
the ever honerable titles of politeneſs and 
 geivilicy: Let ir be faſſiionable for people 


I High” He, to- be ſeen adorning eie 


"aw" wirf heir prefence,, while 
their grateful tenants an dependents, and 
the hap) ppy Evuintry rome Hart — 
9 and eſteem. 
Let us fee; inſtead of the mimi mockery oF 
3 our fine Indies and gentlemerr- 
Ake rbral deities, innocently” enjoying the 
— KabhitheSof nature, eng the ſweet receſſes 


* 


10 
of the park. Let cards be looked upon as 
odious, and fit only for the vulgar brutes; 
while che ficlds are admired, groves, woods, 
and lawns, adored, and books of ſentiment 
and knowledge, the delight and joy of every 
heart, Let us find the immortal Addiſon, 
the friend and companion of the riſing ge- 
neration, gently leading the unenperienced 
into the paths of virtue and genuine felicity. 
Let our youth be trained to the love of 
arms, and manly. exerciſes, inſtead; of de- 
decken. and our charming females, to 
life, which makes them ſo amiable, ſo love 
ly and inchanting. Let bluſhes come into 
— and the bold ſtare of confidence be 
— out of every polite aſſembly.—-As 

here is ſubje&- matter in the world, ſuff- 
2 to engage the attention, and exerciſc 
ä — — — let moral 
" ſentimental converſation, which excites 
a rectitude of depottment, take place of 
trivial. play and, ammuſements, that annihilate 
the Korte of the ſoul, that reduce us to 
meer machines, that diſhonor our maker, 
and only ſerve, as far as human penetration 
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teverence for our future fame, and à religi- 
gious regard to the intereſts of poſterity: 


(60 


**. render this globe a uſcleſd 


purtlten upon the univerſe Dae op 


| Tu degenerated äs we ate; this ſimpli- 


werf mianifers will appear, like the rural 
repreſentations upon che ſtage, very filly, as 


welb as inoffenſive but from ſuch cuſtoms 
: as theſe; ſpring” up the manly virtues of 
courage and mägnanimity; f probity, ho- 


nor, honeſty, a love for bur own coutitry;"a 


While wirkt all our pride and refinement, wie 


only improve” in wickedneſe; and acquirela 


a total diſteliſn to all thoſe divine principles 


= en embelliſh and àdorn human nature. 


rouje from: this ſhambfil 


'! Rouſe Britons; ri 


| dream'of fol. I may apprar, indeed, in- 
T txicatell with the fury of a diſordered ima» = 
| Sinton z but this deſtructive lethargy 

into which you are falle vis ſhocking td 


humanity, diſhonbrabletolryouF᷑,dountry, 


and abominable im the fight bf thoſe happy 
ſhades, wh have faiſell you to be the · pride 


und glOry of eie 2 20. evo 241, 
Alas Fthis Slowing" warnilf ef the Heart, 


Hürries- the Fpitits béybnd che bqhnds of 


moderation. The fit, moſt certainly, is 


_ zu 

© & 
4 
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tempting the incurable; and, therefore, as 


tm) 


 pleabnghand: delightful ; ——_— ate mn 
d of porplexity and deſpair. 


I am afraid, this mighty ſcheme, ene i 
nave propoſed; is all» quackery. It is at- 


it is impoſſible to reſtore the ſtate of this ä 
oountry to her former vigour! of conſtitu- 
tion, we muſt adviſe palliatives, in order to 

ſtrengthen her againſt the — — 
mours which prey upon her vitals 
I have hinted ſomewhere before, this the 


powers which immediately - ſurround us, 


are, from the effects oſ luxury, more debir 
litated than ourſelves.- France, for in- 
ſtance, has lately conveyed a large portion 


of her effeminacy among us; or, rather, we 


have been very buſy, for this ſome time 


paſt, in fetehing over the foibles which al- 


Ways diſgraced that country. -Now, it 
ſnould ſeem feaſible to me, if we cannot 


mend our manners, we muſt certainly keep 


our army upon a reſpectable footing : for 


though the French are weak, they are po- 


litic, and will always take advantage of our 
blunders. Beſides, there are ſtorms in the 
north, and gathering miſts in the weſt, that 


lem to threaten our poſterity. Indeed, if 
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| ware loahndaged as notg com hat be- 
comes of them, why, let us live and be jo- 
* and not even think of to- morro w. 
But I can hardly dae we ae fo inen 
able to che diQates of nature and compaſ- 
fon, as not to endesvour to fave our imme- 
diate offspring, whatever may be our ſenti- 
ments with reſpect to future ages. Mir 
Af we will but conſider, hom ſuddenly a 
ſtate is (thrown into conſuſion, by things 
have reaſon to be convinced, that the fatal 
blow, towards the utter ofia 
given in d moment.. intel ang nanny 
As in the late bankruptcies: if men of pe- 
attend puſlung credit to ſuch extremes, the 
confuſon and uproar which enſued might 
have been foreſeen and prevented: ſo, in 
ot be continually upon our guard in pro- 
Aung againſt all ſudden diſaſters, they will 
fluall upon us when we leaſt expect them: 
and chen e Dull look very wiſely at 


| — 29 
day, where! we have efred;;: and find out- 
with wonderful ſagacity, if this, that, and 
the other had been done, how finely all our 
misfortunes might have been avoided.) But 
if we will be watchful, and attend to 
every rational advice, let it come from 
what quarter" ſocver, bee cannot 
the limits quitfivibes by the "natural. Sb 

of human affairs, we may prevent, a diſ- 
graceful and violent death; and throw her 
whence ſhe will eſcape without à groan, 
tevered ys „ rn uk time. hall be 
no more. 


The age, of the mates le, in ac- 
miſkon, this ahl «temper in ee 
and cleverly, altho the lion is at the door, 
ve are toe apt to indulge i « ſeopine- de- 
lalive, kappyiſeeurity, e a- 
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prefix to a fbject with which I hal con 


x : 
1 
g | | | 44 . 
N 4 


vlude;: this treatiſe, and; which I Idek upott LA 


toube of ihfinite;conſequence?'tor this na 
Gant. £45) n i ion Abu lin 
E ery body will allow, that when dans 
gets ſurround us, ot are gathering about us, 

on may poſſibly. fall to our ſfiare among 
many other chuntries to which they ha 
proved fatal, v ſhould take the neceſſafy 
ſteps; at leaſt, to eſbape tlie : miſthiefs in 
their train, and the moſti abwipys: methods 
tai be ꝓurſued for that purpoſe: is,: certainty 
ly, to render our: army reſpictablaati hama 
and formidable to dur enemies. 010 
edo not mean, by this lſlobſerdation, ct 


| | intriaſe the:nuinber of -ourardops; but, as: 


from little cauſes proceed the greateſt;eÞ+: 
feds; i eee eee eee toad iiſe, An 
veloment rn ply .ofithe. 
ſabdlterni: officers in the army iſothht / tho 
ſubſiſtenoe of thei Hentenants, uind ſriiſ ga, 
might: decreaſo im al regular, ſtand quit. 
1 — the cupihin⁰ ihn 
The reigning principle in manlinds and 
which ſirſt odcurregito: me at the heginnng 
6f achis! pamphlet, is, Ihe profpethegh ade 
vnn ide di, Leid & od anoty 


0 45 ) | 
No poung man goes into the — | 
with great expectations of - advancing | his 
fortune and his fame ; notwithſtanding there 
ſent. method of fighting, and the modula - 
tion of our troops; wherein à perſon. has 
fewer opportunities of doing either: 

Nay; indeed, ſinee money is e as; 
leſs value, ad, proviſions. ate raiſed- to 
double the price of what. they were within 
this few years, the ſituation of a ſubaltern 
officer is really ſtarving, itt embroidery, gen- 
teel beggary ; and merits. all the polite epi- 
thets which ate fo, laviſhly, beſtowed, by the 
illiberal, and ungetierous multitude, upon 
thoſe who deſerve better of their country. 

But ſetting aſide the ingratitude of ſuch. 
treatment 3 let us place the ſubject in a na- 
tional views and we ſhrall preſently perceive: 
that this very eireumſtance, of advancing 
the pay of the ſubaltern officers of the 
army, is not a; futile, or an imaginary 
ſcheme, but a project abſolutely neceſſary, 
for the welfate and ſafety of our country, to 
be put into immediate execution. 

The ſtation of an enign, is the inlet to 
the army; and of what complexion thoſe 


— 
gentlemen afe, fo will the troops bg com- 
poſed;—--Now-it muſt be ſelf-evident, that” 
the preſent low pay of the ſubaltern officers, ' 
will cauſe the army to be filled with men 
of no education,” no ſpirit, ambition, or a 
real love for the ſervicſ ee. 
The diſreſpectful, and even brilon _ 
Moien officer meets with now from the 
loweſt order of mechanics, who are men of - 
fortune, in compariſon with a half-pay en- 
ſign, is eertain to bring the army into con- 
tempt; and when you ſuffer that to be _—_ 
farewell to Britiſh courage. 
Ihe rapid ſtream of e having made 
| 
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a. great difference in the value of money, in 
the price of proviſions, and in the manners 
of the people ſince the laſt war, I muſt not 
be told (of the glorious behaviour of our 
hs i troops at chat time, upon the preſent ſub- 
| 


— 
5 


jectBeſides, it is not what they did then, 

or what they would do now, but what they 
will be ſhortly reduced to, if the martial ar- 
dour is . and e * * 
1 know very r chat _—_ ente 

and impertinent individual of our country, 
will be offended at a ſuppoſition which ſeems: 
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to inſinuate that | Englith/ bravery. will evet 
fail us; but I muſt be plain, and bold 
enough to tell them, they give their ſenti- 
ments from partial and inadequate conſide- 
xations z andi that if we. do not keep up the 
ſame lively, and powerful opinion among 
the troops, by ſuffering them to ſhare in the 
advantages ariſing to the community, of 
which they are worthy members, and in the 
| ſervice of which they undergo. the greateſt 
dangers; loſles and fatigues, Lam convinced 
they will dwindle into meer half-ftarved 
Aiclings;, without courage, without ſenti- 
ment, and with no other motive, but to 
crawl, poverty ſtricken, upon the face of 
the earth, like the troops of Portugal, and 
Fat, parſimoniouſly, the bread. of idleneſs. 
Me are apt to think, from long conqueſt, 
that there ; is ſomething in the nature of this 
climate,, which will always provide, of it- 
af, 2 ſufficient fund of military ardour and 
proweſs to- -oygrcome all its enemies; but 
we ſorget the natural | tendency, and decay 
of human concerns we are not the ſimple, 
plain, warlike people, full of che idea of li- 
erty among ourſelves, and of contempt for 
the reſt of mankind, that we were former- 
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e are, at laſt, fallen into the ame 
habits and cuſtoms, which tendered the 
neighbouring nations ſo unſucceſsful in their 
attempts to deftroy us; and have nothing 
more left for our defence, than to maintain 
this glowing opinion of our ſuperiority, 
among our troops, by rewarding their fer- 
vices wick ſuftcient pay for cheir ſupport, 
and wich that ap and diſtinction, 
Which ever warts the heart, infpires 
the head, and produces tho #obleſt uRins 
f a Toldier. - a 
Let us nt Ser Mer, e Wb dss ese ber 
bottles, bur des, or at our roilettes, that there 
J a chafm in the ſitustjon of dur conntry 
2 the violence of a warfike <onqueror 
—fuch pot-valiant, Gaughty heroiſin, 78 
1 4nd will be dtterly annihi- 
_ Hated at one blow, from a Geſperate invader; 
but let us cheriſh, as much as "you pleaſe, 
ie prineiples'of Bos, Sinþatience' of Me- 
_ *6ty; and defire of fame, atnong the officers 

me army; as it is from orixion alone, 
raited upon noble, and eleyated-ſentiments, 

tha” we are braver, or more powerful than 
*our enemies; not nes are ra 0 
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from any latent, inherent n Dealer 
to the ſoil of this country. 


ba The warm climate of Aube nh dert, 
have made thoſe celebrated ſtates as 
delicate as the preſent Italians, whoſe coun- 
try has been inhabited by the :Romans, but 
chat it is the manners of a people, and the 
opinion they haye of themſelves, that make 
them really do more than ee of man- 
„„ ee well n 
the army, of the opinion an Engliſh ſoldier 
entertains that he can beat two Frenchmen, 
has gained many a hard fought battle againſt 
ſuperior force. This contemptuous idea of 
their enemy, makes numbers take no effect 
upon their minds, which, otherwiſe, would 
certainly check the martial ſpirit, and throw 
a fatal diffidende among the troopjss 
It is this kind of opinion, e 
victory, hich does not proceed from im 
pertinence and intoxication, but from man- 
Iy ſeminyents, honorable motives, and glori- 
ous ideas, that I am fearful we ſhall loſe, if 
e ſuffer the army to get, by e into 
PE A hs the-refuſe of miblad, : 
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Raife the pay of the ſubaltern officers, 


and you will elevate the minds of thoſe who 
Have been long depreſſed with a ſhameful 


Andigence, as well as the extreme mortifica- 


tion of ſeeing low-bred wretches obtruded 
into the ſervice, who anſwer no other end 


than to reduce the army beneath the notice 
and attention, of gentlemen. of me for- 


tune, ſentiment or abilities. 91 6118117 

The military gait, the 8 che ert 
the ſaſn, and the peculiar ſmartneſs of an 
officer, which had uſed to ſtrike the ardent 
youth with a martial ſpirit, and an impa- 
tience to join the ſervice, is now changed 
to a melancholy idea, of fine clothes without 


lexpect nothitig but a life of difficulties, 
vlangers, and diſtreſs; without honor, fame, 

or the eſteem of an ungrateful country; that 
Uwill-not-even thank them for their ſervices; 


-but ſuffer thoſe: lives to languiſh away in 


extreme poyetty, which the renowned war- 


- [Hors of SOR: Neue n apried in their 
boſons; Tub: 82 ny 122 IT | 


= 2419 
cal dee re L never can think of dhe humi- 
liating petition, which the. half-pay officeys 
got introduced into the houſe of commons, 


885 6 ot }) 

ſome time ago, without horror.--<That 4 
{et of brave men, who had been principally: | 
concerned, in advancing the fame and for- 
tune of their country, ſhould be urged, by 
extreme neceſſity, juſt like a party of un- 
fortunate paupert, to lay their wretched 
complaints, with a meekneſs of reſignation 
that would do honor to the miſerable inha- 
bĩtants of a workhouſe, before the great aſ- 
ſembly of the nation; unheard! and unre- 
dreſſed ! without a friend to participate in 
their ſorrow, or the leaſt genial glow of 
comfort, to chear the cold, and piercing 
ſtings of ingratitude and neglectcde. 

There is a baſe, illiberal principle i in man- 
Jiri; which; indeed, is nothing more than 
ingratitude, that makes them always forget 
the ſervices of thoſe individuals among them, 
who may have' diſtinguiſhed themſelves int 
great exploits,” or in uſeful (diſcoveries: and 
improvements, as ſoon as they are paſt.: 
This is diſplayed moſt notably. with reſpect 
to the army: for no ſooner is a dreadful and 
glorious war over, in which the troops have 
performed wonders, and ſhewn that the 
horror of death in all his ghaſtly ſhapes, 
muſt give way to an honorable regard for 
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ec upon as a hurthen upon a nation, their 


| and, perhaps, abuſe, and their characters 


tained at the public expende - they may 


 ſheeps trotfers; and cow-beele,- and with the 


not a ſufficient allowance to maintain them 
as gentlemen ? A fiddleſtiek's end I- Let 


_— 
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their own reputation, and the love they 
bear for their country, but their pay is look 


perſons are treated with indifference, diſlike, 


diſgraced with irony and contempt. + 
There is not a mean and deteſtable wretch 


in this country, but would affect to reaſon 
upon the half - pay ſubalterns, who are caſt 
by as tools that are become uſeleſs, in ſome- 
thing like this; injurious manner. Why 
twelve or fixteen ſhillings à week is quite 
enough for a ſet of fellows that are main- 


board for half guinea; upon fer le of beef, = 


reſt, if it is not ſufficient to buy clothes, --- 
d--mn em, let them work or ſtarve. Are 
ſuch people as theſe to ſtrut about in fine 
clothes; and pretend to complain they have 


them go to ſervice; as clerks to linen drapers,” 
or ſet up buckftery,- or tape ſoopss and n 
honeſt livelihoed.”” 

The ibo, fbr this elegant ha- 
rangue, you will have another, juſt as poig- 


„ 


nant and ſevere. - There's a ſine fellow; 
for you, of an halſ- pay officer, he's a gentle- 
man, forſooth l- twelve or ſixteen ſhillings 


1 — 


a week, and a, gentleman -- Why the 
meaneſt mechanic will get you now-a- days, 
as much as that; and for what reaſon is it 
then, I pray you, that a cobler is not as good 
2 man, as this —— of a half-pay 
, 21 a®..1 

This is a low, dats a ame — of life, 
and affords an affecting idea, to what a diſ- 
treſſed, and diſhonorable ſituation, theſe 
unfortunate outcaſts. of the community are 

expect it will be ſaid, that the ſubaltern, 
or inferior clergy, are not much better paid: 
and ſorry I am, for their ſakes, to acknow- 
ledge a fact which has already proved to 
hurt the intereſts. of religion; whoſe ſacred 
function can hardly ſcreen her immediate, 
and officiating guardians, from the ſame 
ungenerous, and abominable treatment. 
But we maſt not pervert reaſon to ſo vile a 
purpoſe, as to ſet one ſpecies of bad conduct, 
in a kingdom, againſt another, and ſo ba- 
lance the account that way. This will be 
reducing all things to a level finely---By 
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ſuch eievfis as this, we may excuſe for, and 


beat down all oppoſition to the moſt unpar- 


donable offences; but, at the ſame time, 


we ſhall produce 'a kind of ſophiſtry, de- 
ſtructive to ſound judgment, to morality, 


and to all the powers that nature wy be- 


ſtowed upon us. 


Much the ſame kind of ee will | 


ef made, perhaps, and to as little purpoſe, 
between the pay of our troops, and foreign 


armies; where the balance will be produc- 


ed in favour of the Engliſh, with all the 


exultation of what is vulgarly called A nocꝶ- 
me-down arguments. But to theſe violent 


gentry, I can only ſay, if our troops have 
been better paid than the generality of ſo- 
reigners, they have, in general, fought better, 


and deſerved it. And, likewiſe, I muſt put 
theſe opponents in mind, that our luxury 
has raiſed the price of our proviſions, ſo, as at 
chis times to reduce our pay beneath the 


level of our neighbours; and, therefore, 
exactly conformable to the above method, 


and ſtrength; of argumentation, as well as to 
any fears and eee We n very 
on fightprorke nene 53 22 
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1 
There is a method of reaſoning, if it can 
be called fo, by which ſophiſtry, deceit, ſub- 
tlety, and refinement, take place of plain 
facts, and convincing demonſtration; and 
is juſtly dignified with the ever memorable 
| proverbs. of ending where we begin; or being 
juſt as wiſe ac we were when wwe ſet out === 
This is an obfervation well known among 
the learned, as many of them have acquired 
immortal fame, by working an \hypothefis, 
built upon a baſe and rotten foundation, 
through a perplexing maze of obſcurity, 
which has confounded the world with ſur- 
prize and aſtoniſhment, and, at laſt, involv- 
ed thoſe who were curious and ridiculous 
enough to trouble their heads about the mat- 


ter. in a filthy a eee. uncer- 


taingy. 265 Norris 

Pray, A none of 3 1 
neous philoſophers may fall ſoul upon me * 
but rather that the deity, in kindneſs to this 
our hemiſphere, would place them on the 
other fide of the world, or raiſe them, ſome- 
where above it, upon the brink of a void 
ſpace, calculated to receive all the ſublime 
fruits of their labour; ; for with. us, eatth- 
born ſons, they. may be properly filed the 
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army, I would; if 1 poffeſſed che abilities, 
4 like a wiſe and provident general, by ſe- 


= my beſt to defenil myſelf at all points; and 
if 1 ſhould, at laſt, be unfortunately over- 


| of honor. mo: hues 

Another objection to my m_ of mne 

the pay of the ſubaltern officers, I apprehend 
will be urged againſt it, but I hope as feebly 
as any of the former=---nay, it would be 
fhocking to ſuppoſe we were ſo very poor, 

that the tyifle of money ſufficient for ſo good 
a purpoſe will increaſe our debt.---If that is 
te caſe, hy chen, we art & miſerable, * 

2 wretched country indeed! e: 


| * are putting on their chains as faſt 
s poſſible,” is imipertinient.---Reduce our 
Ro PE to poor, lowbred Hitelings, and the 
5 zoyernmient” may do what they pleaſe with 
* Wenz but while you ** their ſentiments 


As I am now apo aw 10 of the b 


| <1 whe camp on every fide from the at- 
tacks of the enemy. However I will do 


thrown, I fnall die, do aud upon th ded | 


To fay, upon this oecaſion, aun, armies 
may be made uſe of to enflave a people, 
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elevated, by paying them well, though tot 
extravagantly, you may be aſſured ef. Weir 
regard, eſteem, and love for their country; 
and of experiencing from them a ſtricter ho- 
nor, and à purer flame for liberty, than mei 
of the boaſted u 'of gr are'inſpit 

ed with. EV ils | Ig 33185 

With reſpect to che pn of the arm in 
general, or whether the hole ought to /be 
raiſed if a apart is, I have nothing more to- 
fay, than the captains, and: ſuperiar officers; 
have a  futheient maintenance to ſupport: 
their rank as gentlemen ; but the ſubalterns: 
are utterly incapable of doing ſo and with 
reverenee to the memory of thoſe ho ſet- 
tled the pay of the army, b really look up- 
on it, that there was always: too great 4 
diſproportion between the captains and in- 
ferior officers, eyen when the cheapneſs of 
proviſions en * — 105 lde com- 
derte | 

It has Ae tun Faded: ue in 
order to ſupport the dignity of the ſervier 
that all the officers in the army, who bear! 
Ris majeſtys commiſfion, excepting e only 
when upon duty, - ſhall rank upon equab 
terms. Therefore we ſee the dreſs of tho 
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Would it not look much better, and 


1 


general, and the exfign, is alike - they are 
received as gentlemen, alike, into all com- 


Panies- we perceive no diſtinctions but in 
the field. And to the credit of the of- 


ficers, be it Laid; that do men in the world 


obey with more alacrity in the camp, and 
aſſert their right to an Oy with greater. 
ſpirit in common lifG. 


With theſe elevated notions, very pro- 


we infuſed into young officers, in order 
to make them dread the diſgrace attending; 
any neglect in their duty, more than the 
——— to it, Wis ne their 
pay be ſo mean? COTS 

The ſubalterns are view W com- 


panions of the captains, and live with 


them, in a regiment, in all reſpects upon 
an equality: why then ſhould there be ſuch 


; a ſtrange diſparity-in their pay??? 


The full pay of a captain is ten ſhillings 
a day---a lieutenant four ſhillings and fix- 


pence- - and an enſign three ſhillings and 


fix -pence. Is it not aſtoniſhing | there 


ſhould be ſo very great a difference? — 


more equitable thus ?- The! captains ten 
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"ſhillings. a day- the lieutenants ſeven ſhil» 
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lings---and the enſigns five ſhillings.--- 
To ſee this, would make a joyful day in 
the army, and, I am ſatisfied, none would 
join with greater vivacity in their thanks 
to government, and receive more pleaſure, 
upon this occaſion, than the captains and 
field-officers;; who are too noble and ge- 
nerous in their principles, to be troubled 
with ſuch a mean and deteſtable vice as 
jealouſy. Rn * ; 
As it is a long time; a a ſubaltern muſt | 
ſerve before he can obtain a company, with- 
out money, intereſt, or extreme good for- 
tune, the raiſing of his pay would put an 
end to thoſe eternal, but juſt complainings, 
we obſerve among - theſe* gentlemen upon 
this account. It would make them eaſy in 


their circumſtances, and in their minds; 


and render a lieutenancy, with ſeven ſhil- 
lings a day, a conſiderable ſtep in the army; 


and an agreeable and genteel ſituation, if it 
ſhould, as it frequently happens, even laſt | 


for life. It would likewiſe make, wit is 
called a pair of colours, with five ſhillings Ag” 
day, appear a deſirable, and envied ſtation 
among the ardent youth of our n 


: 


' 10 ſhort it would raiſe the army to that © 
| * 5 reſpect, which it originally poſſeſſed, and 
= which it bas loſt for want of this pre- 
'caution.---An improvement the moſt ne- 
geſſary, of: all others, for be: 1 and 
wellage of the ſtate, 1 
The * of ten ſhilliogs, ſeven 
Billings, nnd s ſhillings, for the officers 
"of a companys I apptehend, will be deemed 
nbc. and very proper; as it would be 
doing of nothing to affect to raiſe the pay 
e the ſabaltemns, by giving them leſs: 


in | bot with theſe. ſums per day, all the officery 
WE na regiment, will be happy in each other; 
een the ugfortunates, upon half-pay, 
1 will ben be enahled to ſupport their rank, 
dad live among their friends vu pleaſure 
F L | aſteem. and content. 

I have confined myſelf, in aſs nel 
eon tbe pay of the army, to the infantry ; 
onder 10 maintain regularity, and to be 
WT a5 conciſe. as poſſible: for it will be na- 
wo turally expected, and judged neceſſary, that 
by 4 y rh tine pay of the ſubalterns ofthe foot, 


* 1 | * the marines, is raiſed, the inferior com - 
wy bee dafl tho) Wy * meet 


719 


9 with, as they certainly 
able advancement. 
Many other reaſons might þ 
favour of my propoſal to raiſe 
ſubaltern officers of the army pefide hots, 
which Ihe urged * Pat I hape ſuch as ** 
have ſelected, will utterly atisfaFfory 3 
as it is one of thoſe circumſtance i in life, 4 
which, inſtead of requiring proofs cen 
vince mankind of its exiſtence, is ſelf-eviß 
dent at firſt ſight; and creates a ki ad 
wonder in the breaſt, by cha dmary 
perverſeneſs in the managen ef hun 
concerns, it ſhould ever become the ſubject 
of argument, or ſtand in need, even, of ang 
explanation to procure univerſal conſent. 
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